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16-year-old violinist SooBeen Lee  
makes a shining Washington debut  
By Patrick Rucker | The Washington Post| November 15, 2016 

Young violinist SooBeen Lee made her Washington debut Monday night at the Nation-
al Museum of Women in the Arts under the auspices of Young Concert Artists. At only 
16, Lee has a poised presence, a luxurious sound, spot-on intonation and a bow arm 
that surely will be the envy of her peers. Her program, with the collaboration of pianist 
Noreen Cassidy-Polera, was ambitious. 

Tartini’s “Devil’s Trill” Sonata, as befits a violin recital opener, was without so much as 
a nod in the direction of contemporary ideas about baroque style. Lee’s approach was 
extroverted, highly dramatic and technically immaculate. Next came the premiere of a 
work by the Korean composer Jeong Kyu Park. Using rather conservative harmonic 
and rhythmic materials, Park’s “Burlesque” wove idiomatic writing for both instru-
ments into a compelling dialogue. Although Beethoven’s Sonata in A, Op. 30, No. 1, 
may have lacked style, it was made up for in spirit and cohesive ensemble. 

Lee and Polera gave their all in Bartok’s daunting Second Violin Sonata, the big work 
in the second half. If there were moments when subtlety and atmosphere seemed in 
short supply, this formidable piece achieved an irresistible momentum. Lee was clearly 
in her element with one of Saint-Saëns’s showpieces for Sarasate, the “Introduction and 
Rondo Capriccioso,” which she played with virtuosic elan. 

Lee’s superb technical equipment and musical sensitivities would credit a musician 
twice her age. These qualities, combined with her communicative stage personality, 
bode well for her future. With life experience backing up her marvelously facile perfor-
mances, her development should be very interesting to observe. 
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