
 

 

 

 

GUGGENHEIM FELLOWSHIPS 

Cornell Faculty and Alumni Awarded 5 
of 175 Guggenheim Fellowships 
By Matthew McGowen April 17, 2018 

 

Two Cornell professors and three alumni won competitive Guggenheim fellowships this year for work 
in a diverse range of fields including music theory, history and anthropology. Prof. David Yearsley, 
music, Prof. Paul Friedland, history, Sienna Craig Ph.D. ’06, Tonia Ko, MFA ’15, DMA ’17 and Sabine 
Hyland ’86 are the five faculty and alumni that won Guggenheim fellowships this year. The fellowship 
allows them to independently and freely spend between six to twelve months working on a research 
project. There are only 175 fellowships given out each year. 

The John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation awards around 175 fellowships per year, of 
varying amounts, to individuals who have “demonstrated exceptional capacity for productive 
scholarship or exceptional creative ability in the arts,” according to the foundation’s website. 

Tonia Ko, MFA ’15, DMA ’17, is a composer and visual artist whose work has been played in Carnegie 
Hall and the Kennedy Center. She is currently a resident at the McDowell Colony, a community space 
and incubator for artistic expression. 

Ko said that she was surprised by the news, calling it “a tremendous honor to receive, particularly 
towards the beginning of one’s career,” in an email to the Sun. 

Ko noted the freedom afforded by the Guggenheim’s grant as compared to grants and awards she has 
received from the Fromm Foundation, Chamber Music America, the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters and Broadcast Music, Inc. 

“The grants I have received in the past have been specific to music and used to commission a 
particular piece,” Ko said. “The Guggenheim is unique because it recognizes so many different fields 
and there are no limitations to how I spend my fellowship year.” 

This year’s awarding of five alumni and faculty is an increase compared to last year, when two faculty 
members — Prof. Edward Baptist, history, and Assistant Prof. Ichion Hutchinson, English — were 
named Guggenheim fellows. 
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