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Daniel Lebhardt, Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham - Review 

Daniel Lebhardt was a hit with Sunday morning's Royal 

Concert Hall audience - and not just because he is a 

brilliant, multi-prize-winning pianist. He's also a very 

endearing personality, young (still only 25) and able to 

chat informatively to his listeners about the music, even 

getting his phone out to find helpful quotations. 

His program was both meaty and well-balanced, starting 

with Schubert's Three Piano Pieces , immediately 

showing how well he could create sharply contrasting moods. The first piece started 

darkly and turbulently but then blossomed into a lyrically expansive show section. The 

final piece offered him similar opportunities to perform a quick change from the 

breathless urgency of the opening to a central section almost hymn-like in texture and 

atmosphere. 

Daniel's introduction to Mozart's Rondo in A minor helped open ears and minds to this 

unusually sad piece. Mozart wasn't well when he wrote it and  - so it's perhaps not 

surprising that this downbeat mood entered his music. Anyway, Daniel certainly captured 

the Rondo 's feeling of unease and of resignation to fate. 

Then came Rachmaninov's 2nd Sonata , in the original, longer and more difficult 1913 

version. Daniel Lebhardt rose to its fearsome technical challenges giving the work both a 

propulsive dramatic sweep and lots of soulful lyricism. The result was intensely exciting, 

imaginative and full of color. 

He made the piano sing in the slow movement and roar in the supercharged finale. If 

Rachmaninov had heard such a performance of the 1913 version, maybe he wouldn't have 

felt the need to rewrite it in 1931.  

The audience roared their approval, no doubt hoped for an encore, but seemed to know 

that they had already had more than their fair share of musical fireworks.  

Daniel Lebhardt, piano 
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