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Young pianist worthy of praise  
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Pianist Nathan Lee, 15 years old, is a hugely talented musician. The evidence was his well-balanced 

and challenging recital on Nov. 5 at the Sunday Salon Series in the Foellinger Great Hall. His opening 

selection, Bach’s Partita No. 4 in D major, BWV 828, was played with mature discipline and lyrical 

attention to the rhythmic contrasts among the dance movements. The slow Allemande and Sarabande 

sections were particularly well played. Mozart’s somber “Adagio for Piano in B Minor,” K. 540 showed 

Lee’s ability to convey strong emotion as Mozart, with striking dissonance, shifted from minor to 

major keys. 

But Lee has youthful high spirits, and his next choice was Nikolai Kapustin’s jazzy free-for-all 

“Variations for Piano,” Op. 41. Lee pulled out the stops in this high-spirited romp. 

Frédéric Chopin’s Sonata No. 3 in B Minor, Op. 58 is an interpretive challenge, and Lee coped bravely 

with virtuosic fingering in the explosive sections and superbly controlled legato in the soulful Largo 

movement. 

If any doubts about Lee’s brilliance remained, they were left far behind in Alfred Grünfeld’s “Soiree de 

Vienne,” Op. 56, a knuckle-busting pile-on of ornamentation on the melodies of Johann Strauss’ 

famous operetta “Die Fledermaus” (“The Bat”). 

After the fireworks ended, the audience on stage quickly rose, as did most in the balcony. Lee bowed, 

looked us over and decided to sit down and play a poetic rendering of a transcription of Claude 

Debussy’s song “Beau Soir” (“Lovely Evening”). After prolonged applause, Lee impishly leaped on the 

piano seat and tore through Moritz Moszcowski’s dazzling Etude No. 6. I certainly hope to see and 

hear Lee soon again. 

Nathan Lee, piano 


