
  
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Teenager Ziyu Shen is already making her mark on the music scene.  Her recital at 
London’s Royal Festival Hall won a standing ovation.” 
       —Isle of Man Courier  
 
“Tonight’s program offered an ideal opportunity to experience this delightful young 
artist’s prodigious talent.  We were treated to a wonderful performance, played 
superbly.“ 
       —Oberon’s Grove  
 
“Besides her flawless technique, Ziyu is very communicative and has a soul of a real 
artist.”  
       —Gidon Kremer  
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First Prize, 2014 Young Concert Artists International Auditions  

The Sander Buchman Prize • The University of Florida Performing Arts Prize 

First Prize, 2013 Lionel Tertis International Viola Competition 

First Prize, 2012 Chamber Music Competition of Morningside Bridge Chamber Music Competition in Canada 

First Prize, 2011 Johansen International Competition for Young String Players in Washington, DC 

ZIYU SHEN, violist 
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ZIYU SHEN, viola 
 
20-year-old violist Ziyu Shen began to play the violin at age of four and switched to the viola at 
the age of 12 while studying with Li Sheng at the Music School affiliated with the Shanghai 
Conservatory of Music.  Among her upcoming concerts, Ms. Shen appears at the PyeongChang 
Festival, as soloist with the Long Bay Symphony and in recitals at Coastal Carolina University 
and the Musée du Louvre. 
 
At the age of 14, Ms. Zhen won First Prize at the Johansen International Competition for Young 
String Players in Washington, D.C. and the next year, won First Place in the Chamber Music 
Competition of Morningside Bridge Chamber Music Festival in Canada.  At 15, she won First 
Prize in the Lionel Tertis International Viola Competition, setting a new record for the youngest 
winner ever.  She won the 2014 Young Concert Artists International Auditions and was 
awarded YCA’s Sander Buchman Prize, the Mortimer Levitt Career Development Award for 
Women Artists, and a recital appearance at the University of Florida Performing Arts.   
 
She made her Kennedy Center debut and her New York debut at Merkin Concert Hall, and 
appeared at the Paramount Theatre, the Kronberg Academy Festival in Germany, the 
Wimbledon International Music Festival in London, and in Japan and Taiwan. Ms. Shen has 
given recitals at Wigmore Hall, and at Royal Festival Hall in London, and at the Verbier Festival 
Academy she was awarded the Academy Prize for Viola.  As a chamber musician at the 
Kronberg Festival she had the honor to work and perform with musicians such as Gidon 
Kremer, Yuri Bashmet, Steven Isserlis and Christian Tetzlaff.  Ms Shen has performed in master-
classes of Nobuko Imai, Antoine Tamestit, Roberto Diaz and Pinchas Zukerman. 
 
Ms. Shen has appeared as soloist with ORF Radio-Symphonieorchester in Vienna, the 
Philharmonia Orchestra in London, the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra in Canada, and with 
the Moscow Chamber Orchestra. 
 
She currently attends the Kronberg Academy in Germany where she studies with Nobuko Imai 
(YCA Alumna). 
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ZIYU SHEN, viola 
 

REPERTOIRE WITH ORCHESTRA 
 

J.C BACH   Concerto for Viola in C minor 

BACH   Brandenburg Concerto No.6 

BARTOK   Concerto for Viola  

BERLIOZ   Harold in Italy 

BLOCH    Suite Hébraïque 

BRUCH  Romance in F major, Op. 85 

Double Concerto for Clarinet and Viola in E minor, Op.88 

HANDEL   Concerto for Viola in B minor 

HINDEMITH   Der Schwanendreher  

HOFFMEISTER  Concerto for Viola in D major 

MOZART   Sinfonia Concertante in E-flat major, K. 364 

PAGANINI   La Campanella 

STAMITZ   Concerto for Viola in D major 

Suite for Viola and Orchestra  

TELEMAN   Concerto for Viola and String Orchestra in G major 

VIEUXTEMPS   Élégie in F minor for viola and orchestra, Op.30  

WALTON   Concerto for Viola 

WEBER    Andante e Rondo Ungarese for viola and orchestra 

WILLIAM   Suite for viola and orchestra 

Mengdong XU   Symphonic Fantasia for viola and orchestra 
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Ziyu Shen,  violist 

Violist Ziyu Shen @ YCA 
Phillip Gardner | Oberon’s Grove | April 12, 2016 

NEWS   from Young Concert Artists, Inc.  

Book-ended by works of Johannes Brahms, tonight's program by the 
18-year-old Chinese violist Ziyu Shen offered an ideal opportunity to 
experience this delightful young artist's prodigious talent. In 
presenting the New York debut recital, Young Concert Artists showed 
yet again their marvelous knack for finding and nurturing exceptional 
young musicians. 
 
Ziyu Shen walked briskly onto the stage at Merkin Hall.  She looked 
extremely young, very pretty, and eager to play for us. Jessica Osborne 
was at the Steinway tonight, providing luminously detailed playing 
and forming an attentive, simpatico connection with her young 
colleague.   
 
Johannes Brahms composed his Sonatensatz (Scherzo in C-minor) in 1853 
at the suggestion of his friend, Robert Schumann. The violin virtuoso 
Joseph Joachim had accepted a proposition from Schumann to 
perform a sonata written specially for him - by three composers. 
Schumann's pupil Dietrich composed the first movement, Schumann 
himself the second and fourth, and Brahms the third. Joachim retained 
the sole copy of the score after performing it, and had the Brahms scherzo published in 1906, after the 
composer's death. 
 
Ziyu Shen and Ms. Osborne offered this free-standing movement as the opening work in this evening's 
program, and it proved a felicitous choice. Throughout the six-minute piece, numerous rhythmic and melodic 
motifs are heard. 
 
Violist and pianist seized our imagination with this delicious appetizer. Next we were treated to a wonderful 
performance of Rebecca Clarke's Sonata for viola and piano. The composer, a professional violist herself, 
submitted this sonata to a chamber music competition in 1919 (using a nom de plume, Anthony Trent, since 
women were considered incapable of composing anything of worth in those days) and she tied for first prize. 
The sonata was re-discovered the 1970s and has since become a popular work in the viola/piano repertory. 
 
Ziyu Shen and Jessica Osborne played the Clarke superbly. By turns dreamy and animated, the music shows 
off both musicians perfectly; their playing becomes passionate and rhapsodic before the 'Impetuoso' finishes 
with a slow viola rise to a tranquil finish, the piano shimmering lightly. 
 
One might have expected an adagio to follow; instead Ziyu Shen launched a plucking motif and the duo 
commenced a lively, witty, chattering dance. Following a slower interlude, a rippling piano passage becomes 
march-like before subsiding into a gentle twinkle as the music vanished into thin air. 
 
A simple piano statement opens the sonata's final movement; Ziyu Shen relished a sustained, 
brooding melody which goes high and dreamy before reverting to a velvety depth: there's a feeling Page 1 of 2 
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Violist Ziyu Shen @ YCA 
Phillip Gardner | Oberon’s Grove | April 12, 2016 

NEWS   from Young Concert Artists, Inc.  

here of anxious romance. The piano restores a sense of calm; the violist sustains a remarkable quavering note. 
A four-note up-and-down thought finds the viola stuck on itself before the music dashes on thru peaks and 
valleys to a rather sudden end. The audience's admiration for our two players was warmly demonstrated at 
the close of their excellent performance of this sonata. 
 
Prokofiev closed the concert's first half: two excerpts from ROMEO & JULIET. The first of these familiar 
passages, 'Introduction', drew perfumed playing from Ziyu Shen which, combined with Ms. Osborne's 
gorgeous playing, made for a deeply appealing experience.  
 
Qingwu Guan's From Mongolian Folk Songs depicts the equestrian lifestyle of the Mongols. Ziyu Shen, in vivid 
alliance with Ms.Osborne, caught the mood of mystery that opens this showpiece. This energetic rarity is a 
real treat, and the audience seemed to love it.  
 
The two clarinet sonatas of opus 120 were the last chamber works of Johannes Brahms. He wrote them in 
1894, and even before they had appeared in print, he had transcribed them for viola. This evening the first of 
the two sonatas was played with a beautiful, lingering Autumnal quality by Ziyu Shen and Jessica Osborne; 
the word "sadness" appears often in the notes I scrawled during their performance. 
 
A sense of yearning lyricism and bursts of passion fill the sonata's opening. Our two musicians lingered on 
the haunting melodies before reaching the softly pensive conclusion. In the Andante that follows, Ziyu Shen 
and Ms. Osborne both displayed enviable control with some very soft playing. Their communicative gifts 
drew us in, and the atmosphere was lovingly sustained throughout. 
 
The sonata’s Allegretto grazioso final movement opens at a mild pace, with a delicate interlude for glistening 
piano and commenting viola. Transitioning thru a waltz-like passage, the finale starts rather hesitatingly 
before things perk up; ironic mood shifts - and a sense of gentle loveliness - sweeps the players (and we the 
listeners) on to an exuberant conclusion. 
 
Ziyu Shen received the audience's warm applause at the end of her program with a lovely combination of 
excitement and modesty. As an encore, she offered Fritz Kreisler's Schön Rosmarin ('Beautiful Rosemary'), 
played with the alternating currents of hesitation and impetus which mark the 'Old Vienna' style. Ms. 
Osborne here - as all evening - was an ideal musical partner. 

Page 2 of 2 
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Young Artist of the Week: Ziyu Shen, violist 
The Amati Magazine (London) | March 2016 

NEWS   from Young Concert Artists, Inc.  

Ziyu Shen, 18, is a rising star of the viola. After winning the Lionel Tertis Viola Competition at only 
15, she is now studying at the Kronberg Academy with Nobuko Imai and is a member of Young 
Concert Artists Inc. in the US. She performs at the Wimbledon International Festival in November 
2015  

Ziyu, how did you first get interested in music and start to play the violin? 

When I was very little, I was deeply touched by a famous Chinese violin concerto named ‘Butterfly’, 
which was performed by my first teacher during my first lesson of my life. The piece was related to an 
extremely beautiful but sad love story. It led me the way to the violin world. 

Which teachers and other musicians have had the biggest impact on you, and in what ways? 

The one who had the greatest impact on me is my previous viola teacher, Professor Li Sheng from 
Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He gave me a great help, not only in musical technique, but also with 
personal behaviour. My current teacher is Nobuko Imai. She has such amazing personality that I always 
feel refreshed with new ideas after lessons. Gidon Kremer has assisted me a lot with my chamber music 
experience – continuous improvement and the demands for perfection in every detail, which has 
benefited me a great deal. 

What have been your breakthrough moments so far? And which collaborations with other musicians 
have been especially exciting? 

Having been working and studying with famous maestros in recent years, which was a great 
improvement for me not only in musicianship, but in personal development...people like Nobuko Imai, 
Gidon Kremer, Steven Isserlis. Every time I study and rehearse with them, I can clearly feel 
their everlasting passion for the music. 

Photo: Matt Dine 
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What viola do you play, where/how did you get it and what qualities do you like in it? 

Currently I’m playing on a viola made in 1722 Italy which was supported by maestro Gidon Kremer and 
the Kronberg Academy. Its mysterious and old sound attracted me very much. 

Please tell us something about the programme you are performing in Wimbledon? 

Our programme (with pianist Anthony Hewitt) includes two major sonatas for viola and piano by 
Johannes Brahms  and Rebecca Clarke, which I am very fond of. Both sonatas carried a lot of weight in 
violists’ repertoire and performance. Besides the sonatas, there will also be several interesting, various-
styled short pieces such as by Maurice Ravel and Kreisler, as well as a featured Chinese work based on 
traditional folk songs. 

What are your plans for further study? 

I’m just starting my study in Germany. For further study plans, besides the more possibilities of 
significant concert and festival attendance, I would love to study and work deeply into the classical 
music of Europe. 

What else have you got coming up in the 2015-16 season that you’re looking forward to? 

In the 2015-16 season I will continue my performance and participation events such as the Viola 
Masterclasses in Japan, and the Verbier Festival chamber music in residency in Switzerland. I’m 
especially looking forward to my series of concerts in the USA next spring and autumn. Recitals will be 
taking place in several venues in New York, the Kennedy Center in Washington and in Boston. If 
anyone is staying in those cities at the time, you are warmly welcomed to my concerts! 
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